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PLEASE AMEND THE CLAIMS AS INDICATED BELOW: 
1-17. Canceled. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of af i t a l i i ia llic- pr o piagation o f a bucldc in 
manufactaring a red ahle double-walled rigid pipe ^sS mW for underwatw transponatiQn of Awd 
v^liich isresistant to Inrgitudinal p ropagation ofbuckline. whereintherigtdpipe assembly comprises 
m u ulcr wall w l ii c h has an o c ta i idi diamclcr, an inner flow pipe the interior of which dcfipes a 
hollow oassae*^ for transDortifip tha fluid, an nuter carrier nine which suitounds the How pipe, ^ 
^, ,Q(. paratinR stro^ti.r^ hf^tween the inner and outer pipes which defin^a waH-and an annular space 
therebetween defined bolwccn the outci and inner wallg , the method comprising: 
s electing the material and dimensions of tb ^- i nner pine according tO the properties of the fluid to Ufi 

transported! ; 
in^tallingtwea pluralitvof sealing blocks axially spaced apart in die annular opa ce on the outer wall 

of the flow pipe: 

selecting the Rxtemal diametftr and wall th '^i^^-'-' "f the rarrier nine according to the intended 

environment of use: 
inat^lling the outer carrier pipe aroun d the flow pipe and the scaling blocks, 
v^ ii c.l i m e adapted to seal tlic aiuuiliu - space and which define a region bounded between tlic two 

scaling bloclc g? 

the sealingblocks having radially opposite faces and being dimensioned to be in contact respectively 
with the outer and inner walls of the flow p i pe and the carrier pipe, to defin e at least ope 
sealed annular repinn within the snace between the flow pipe and the car rier piRS; 

spacing the scaling blocks being placed m the ouuiaM apace so that the axial length of the smM 
region is at least equal to 0.5 times the external diameter of the emta-waH carrier pipe; 

placing a curable compound in the annular region; and 

curing the compound in the annular region. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The method of clauTi 18, further comprising tbe step of 
„»nH,-nothenineoTiareel after iuh L ^ l iiifea. c^L aliuLMocka aiid placing and curing the compomidT 
wlading the rigid p ipe . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18, wherein the axial length of the region 
is in the range of 0,5 to 2 times the external diameter of the ©«tef^ cameoiEC. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18. wherein each of the sealing blocks 
is comprised of radially dcfoimable material which projects radially when compressed axiaily and 
which is defomiablc to the shape of the respective inner and outer walls of the carrier pipe and the 
flow pine . 

22. (Previously Presented) Themethodofclaim2l,furthercomprisinginstallingaTigLd 
bearing plate to bear against at least one lateral side of each of the sealing blocks. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the bearing plate has a 
radial dimension that is less than the radial dimension of the atmular space. 

24. (Currently Amended) Theraetlaodof claim 23, wherein. 

LUc o mci wall Urn an imi u j u x faci. and tlic irniu w all haa an outer surface, and the bearmg plate is 

fastened to the outer am f ace ofU-icimcr wall of the flow pipe, 
the bearing plate has a radially outer free edge and is so dimensioned as to defme a gap between the 

free edge of the bearing plate and the inner s t t rfacc oft fae^atef Wall o f the carrier p . i ge. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the bearing plate is made 
of metal. 
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26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein, 

... r.^.. .f ^..t.ll.tio« on it.oflovLmo.c^the sealing block has a radial dimension less than 
the radial dimension of the annular .pace whmlliwuihuiilluaLij: UmI i l-i m^^^hr 

^^nf^ fiuthlT '•"^^"'^i^p; ^^^^ "^gp of 
subsequent to the tettodue^ i o n o fthc ccaling ^leele-in Mat to-f th^. cmier pipe around thilow 
pine to de fine the annular space, radially expanding the sealing block to bring its radially opposite 
faces into tight contact with the oppo . . J i n u u .tu T acc of I h.- outer wall of the flow pip^ and ^ 
3UTf nr r nf thp im'^^o^'^ "^thc carrier pioe . 

27. (Previously Presented) Themethodof claim 18, wherein^the curable compound is 
an epoxy resin. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaiml 8, ^ .h uL in there ^afiirtherinQhlding the 

gtcps of: 

providing an injection orifice through the ^ wall of the carrier pipe into the region; and 
the mca>udrmaiu coinpriann injecting the curable compound into the region through the orifice in 
the outer wall . 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the curable compound is 
a thermosetting compound. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28. wherein the curable compound is 
curable at room temperature. 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of clahn 29, further comprising the stepgof; 
totiaHy reeling the rigid pipe [[in]] onto a reel .fter n.scmbly but befor. miccting the curable 

rnm pound into the annular re.fiio n, 
unreeling the rigid pipe firom the reel, 

introducing the curable compound into the mm^ region after the pipe'has been unreeled, and 
heating the annular region to accelerate the curing of the curable compound. 
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32. (Cun^tly Amended) The roethod of claim 1 8, further coinprisins the steps of: 
i«iti^ reeling the rigid pipe [[in]] onto a reel after assembly but bef V iTii^^r.tin^ the curable 

compound into the aanulaT region, 
unreeling the rigid pipe from the reel, 

introducing the curable compound into the angular region after tJie pipe has been unreeled, and 
heating the ansulac region to accelerate the curing of the curable compound. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32, wherein teatisg the araiular region 
f^f^^^fimes is heated by passing Uio i-cgion of the pipe jt through a heater. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of 
straightening the pipe before heatmg the anrmlar region to cure the compound. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 34, fuillici Lunipiijin£ atraishtcning 
wherein: 

the pipe is sfraightened in straifihteners in a pipe laying vessel: and 

heating the annular region of ihe pipe is heated in a heater mounted after the straightener on the 

vessel [[on] along the path of movement of the pipe: and further including the step of 
moving the pipe from the wetiad reel through the straighteners and past the heater. 

3 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the curable compound has 
a pot life in the range of a few minutes to a few weeks. 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18, further comprising t he steps o£ 
winriing the nin^ »"tn a receiving reel after introducing the curable compound into the annalar 
region, th ei - cafter winding the pipe onto a receiving reel; and -at 

trans porting ths reel cann>H n p the pine to a site for use of tlie pipe, and 
unwinding the wound pipe from tf)e reel at the site for use. 

38. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 37, wherein; 
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tlie curable compound is introduced into the annular region while the pipe is on land, iift<i 
the wtttd mg of tlic pipe on - a receiving reel t ^inding it onto located on ai pipe-laying vessel, and 
fiutlicr coinprismg traiispoiting the wotrnd reel is transported on the vessel to the site for laying of 
the pips- 



39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34, wherein die curable compound is 
injected into the region after the pipe has been straightened. 
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